Lostock AC Racing Fund Policy

1. Purpose

Lostock AC is committed to supporting members to participate in running races and events, recognising that financial circumstances may sometimes prevent members from entering races that are important to their development, enjoyment, and involvement in the club.
The Lostock AC Racing Fund has been established to provide financial assistance towards race entry fees for members who may otherwise be unable to participate due to financial restrictions.

The fund is intended to promote inclusivity, participation, wellbeing, and equal opportunities within the club.

2. Eligibility

To be eligible to apply for support from the Lostock AC Racing Fund, applicants must:
· Be a current fully paid-up member of Lostock AC.
· Demonstrate that financial circumstances are creating a barrier to participation.
· Submit a completed Racing Fund Application Form.
· Have entered, or intend to enter, the race for which assistance is being requested.

Funding may be requested for:
· Championship races.
· Central Lancashire Grand Prix races
· Any other race or running event considered appropriate by the Racing Fund Sub-Committee.

Support is not restricted solely to championship or CLGP events.

3. Available Support

The Racing Fund will provide reimbursement of race entry fees, subject to:
· Available funds within the Racing Fund budget.
· Approval by the Racing Fund Sub-Committee.
· Compliance with this policy.

Members may apply for a maximum of two reimbursements per calendar year.
The value of any reimbursement will be determined by the Racing Fund Sub-Committee and may be for the full entry fee or a partial contribution.

4. Application Process

1. The member completes and submits a Racing Fund Application Form.
2. Applications should be submitted as soon as possible before the race, where practical.
3. Applications will be considered confidentially.
4. Supporting information may be requested if required but it is not essential.
5. The Racing Fund Sub-Committee will review each application on its individual circumstances.

5. Decision Making

Applications will be considered by the Racing Fund Sub-Committee consisting of:
· Club Chair
· Club Secretary
· Welfare Officer

The Sub-Committee will:
· Consider each application fairly and confidentially.
· Assess available Racing Fund resources.
· Determine whether funding can be offered.
· Decide the amount of reimbursement (if any).

The Sub-Committee's decision shall be final.
Approval of one application does not guarantee approval of future applications.

6. Notification of Outcome

Applicants will be informed of the decision by email.

The email will include:
· Whether the application has been approved or declined.
· The amount of reimbursement approved (where applicable).
· Any conditions attached to the award.

7. Payment of Reimbursement

Where approved:
· Reimbursement will normally be made following confirmation of race entry and payment of the entry fee.
· The member may be asked to provide evidence of payment and/or race entry.
· Payments will be made by the Club Treasurer through the club's normal payment processes.

8. Confidentiality

All applications and discussions relating to the Racing Fund will be treated in strict confidence.
Information provided by applicants will only be shared with members of the Racing Fund Sub-Committee where necessary for the purpose of assessing the application.
Personal information will be managed in accordance with the club's data protection responsibilities.



9. Conflict of Interest

To ensure fairness, transparency, and impartiality in the administration of the Lostock AC Racing Fund, all applications will be considered in accordance with the following principles:
· Any member of the Racing Fund Sub-Committee who submits an application to the fund, or who has a personal relationship with an applicant that could reasonably be perceived as influencing their judgement, must declare a conflict of interest.
· A Sub-Committee member with a conflict of interest must take no part in the discussion, assessment, or decision-making process relating to that application.
· The remaining members of the Sub-Committee will consider and determine the application.
· All decisions will be made based on the information provided within the application and the criteria set out in this policy.
· Lostock AC is committed to ensuring that all applicants are treated fairly and consistently.

10. Equal Opportunities

Lostock AC is committed to promoting equality, diversity, and inclusion in all aspects of club activity, including the administration of the Racing Fund.
· Applications will be considered fairly and solely on the basis of the information provided and the objectives of the Racing Fund.
· No applicant will be treated less favourably because of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation, socio-economic background, or any other protected characteristic.
· Lostock AC will strive to ensure that financial assistance is accessible to all eligible members who may benefit from the fund.
· The Racing Fund Sub-Committee will make decisions in a manner that supports the Club's commitment to inclusivity, wellbeing, and equal opportunity for participation in running and racing activities.

11. Review of Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Lostock AC Committee to ensure it remains effective, fair, and sustainable.










Lostock AC Racing Fund Application Form
Applicant Details
Full Name: __________________________________________
Membership Number (if applicable): ______________________
Email Address: _______________________________________
Telephone Number: ____________________________________


Race Details:
Race Name: __________________________________________
Race Date: ___________________________________________
Race Location: ________________________________________
Race Entry Fee: £ _____________________________________


Funding Request
Have you previously received support from the Lostock AC Racing Fund this calendar year?
☐ No
☐ Yes (please state number of previous awards): __________


Statement of Need
Please briefly explain why you are requesting support from the Racing Fund and how assistance would help you participate in this event:






Declaration
I confirm that:
· The information provided in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
· I am a current member of Lostock AC.
· I understand that any award is subject to approval by the Racing Fund Sub-Committee.
· I understand that the Sub-Committee's decision is final.
· I understand that supporting evidence may be requested.

Applicant Signature: _________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________


For Club Use Only
Date Application Received: ___________________________
Application Number: _________________________________
Decision:
☐ Approved
☐ Declined
Amount Approved: £ _________________________________
Decision Date: _____________________________________
Authorised By (Sub-Committee):
Chair: ________________________________________________
Secretary: _____________________________________________
Welfare Officer: ________________________________________
Applicant Notified By Email On: ______________________

Policy Approved By: Lostock AC Committee
Approval Date: __________________
Review Date: ____________________

